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7.3.1 Portray the performance of the Institution in one area distinctive to its priority and 

thrust within 1000 words 

Response 

Institutional Distinctiveness: A Focus on Uplifting Rural Youth through Education and 

Entrepreneurship 

Jeevan Vikas Mahavidyalaya, Devgram, has carved a unique niche in the field of higher 

education, especially in addressing the needs of the downtrodden (Antyoday) and economically 

backward rural youth. The college primarily serves students from surrounding villages, offering 

them an opportunity to pursue quality higher education without needing to migrate to larger 

cities. This focus on rural upliftment through education is the core of the institution’s 

distinctiveness. Over the years, the college has worked to create a learning environment that 

emphasizes not only academic excellence but also the all-around development of its students, 

preparing them for both professional success and personal growth. 

ONE ACTIVITY 

One area that exemplifies the distinctiveness of the College is the establishment and operation of 

the Entrepreneurship Cell, particularly through its initiative known as the Savitri Shivan Kala 

Kendra. This entrepreneurship cell, founded in 2018, is dedicated to empowering female 

students and local women by providing them with the skills and opportunities to become 

financially independent while completing their education. The initiative showcases the college’s 

commitment to addressing societal concerns and fostering a culture of entrepreneurship among 

its students. 

OBJECTIVES  

Enhancing Entrepreneurial Skills: To provide students with the skills necessary to start their 

own businesses, whether through traditional crafts, modern technologies, or a combination of 

both. 



Providing Entrepreneurial Knowledge: To impart knowledge about business strategies, risk 

management, and market dynamics. 

Creating a Platform for Skill Development: The cell aims to act as a nurturing ground for 

students to develop entrepreneurial skills and experiment with business ideas. 

Encouraging Self-Employment: To inspire students to become self-employed rather than 

relying on conventional jobs, addressing the shrinking employment opportunities in today’s 

market. 

The Savitri Shivan Kala Kendra is the flagship project under the Entrepreneurship Cell. It 

focuses on giving students the tools and training needed to succeed in various trades, such as 

tailoring, printing, wooden architecture, fabric texturing, and more. It serves as a bridge between 

academics and entrepreneurship, with the aim of preparing students for self-reliant careers after 

graduation. 

CONTEXT: Addressing the Rural Employment Gap 

One of the core challenges facing students in rural areas like Devgram is the lack of employment 

opportunities. Many of these students come from agricultural backgrounds and have access to 

resources like land and materials, but lack the entrepreneurial skills and confidence needed to 

turn these resources into profitable ventures. The Entrepreneurship Cell was created in response 

to this gap. It offers students, particularly female students, a chance to earn while they learn, 

gaining both practical and entrepreneurial skills that will serve them in their future careers. 

The idea behind the Entrepreneurship Cell is that students should be encouraged to explore small 

business opportunities as a viable career option. By providing them with the necessary training 

and support, the college empowers its students to become job creators rather than job seekers. 

PRACTICE: Building Entrepreneurial Capacity 

Since its inception, the Entrepreneurship Cell has engaged students in various practical and 

hands-on activities designed to enhance their entrepreneurial capabilities. 



Seminars, Webinars, and Workshops: Regular events are organized to expose students to 

different aspects of entrepreneurship and skill development. Experts from various fields are 

invited to share their insights and guide students on how to launch and grow a business. 

In-House Training: The college provides practical training to interested students in areas such 

as tailoring, computerization, nursery techniques, and wooden architecture. This training not 

only enhances the students’ skills but also gives them real-world experience in product 

development and marketing. 

Display and Marketing Opportunities: Students are given the opportunity to showcase and sell 

their products through the Entrepreneurship Cell. Items such as uniforms, handcrafted goods, and 

other products made by students are marketed through college networks and in association with 

local self-help groups. 

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS 

The Entrepreneurship Cell, particularly through the Savitri Shivan Kala Kendra, has made a 

significant impact on the student community at Jeevan Vikas Mahavidyalaya.  

Annual Sales of Student-Made Products: Each year, a group of students associated with the 

Entrepreneurship Cell successfully produces and sells items such as college uniforms and 

religious garments, generating income while gaining practical business experience. 

Collaborations with Self-Help Groups: The college has partnered with local self-help groups to 

market student-produced goods, thus expanding the reach of their products and helping them 

gain real-world business experience. 

Student-Led Businesses: Several students who have been part of the Entrepreneurship Cell have 

gone on to establish their own small businesses after completing their studies. This is a direct 

testament to the effectiveness of the entrepreneurship training they received. 

COVID-19 Response Initiatives: During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Entrepreneurship Cell 

played an active role in producing and distributing masks, sanitizers, and saplings, which were 

sold to generate income for the students while also serving the community. 



COMMITTEE FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP CELL 

The Entrepreneurship Cell is coordinated by a dedicated team of faculty members who work 

closely with students to ensure the success of the initiative. The committee is structured as 

follows: 

Sr. No Name Designation 

1 Dr. Raju Shrirame Coordinator 

2 Mr. Pritam Sukhadeve Member 

3 Mr. Prashant Dakhoye Member 

4 Mr. Chetan Surjuse Member 

5 Mr. Devendra Wasade Member 

This team is responsible for planning and executing the various activities of the Entrepreneurship 

Cell, ensuring that students receive both theoretical knowledge and practical experience in 

entrepreneurship. The distinctiveness of Jeevan Vikas Mahavidyalaya lies in its commitment to 

uplifting rural youth through quality education and entrepreneurial training. By creating 

opportunities for students to earn while they learn and equipping them with the skills to start 

their own businesses, the institution is preparing the next generation of self-reliant individuals 

who can contribute to both the local economy and society at large. The Entrepreneurship Cell, 

especially through the Savitri Shivan Kala Kendra, exemplifies the college’s mission to provide 

not just education but also practical life skills, setting it apart as a beacon of hope and progress 

for the rural community. 
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